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confirming it in the minds of all foreigners. In some
respects, the majority of them were unreality incarnate.
They proclaimed that all problems and troubles were caused
by alien rule. That was obviously good politics. Where it
became just a trifle crazy was when they made it quite
evident that they had convinced themselves of the truth of
their saying. There were honourable exceptions ; but as
a rule it was impossible to extract a coherent statement
from an Indian on problems of the future which would
clearly have to be faced.
In the days when the Muslim separatist movement, which
eventually led to Pakistan, was becoming steadily more
vociferous, it was pointless to expect any enlightenment on
how the situation might develop from the parties one might
have expected to be most interested. Members of the
Muslim League merely insisted that they must have Pakistan.
They did not deign to discuss any other possibility. If one
were rash enough to suggest that the majority in the sub-
continent might not want the country" split, the most
favourable response was likely to be the assurance, with a
flash of the eyes or a gritting of the teeth, that the Muslims
had been the rulers of the land before the British took over.
Most Hindus gave the obverse answer. They outnumbered
the Muslims by three to one, they commented, and if the
Muslims should be foolish enough to try to resist the " will
of the people," they would know very well how to deal
with that issue. But in the main, the answer was even
more unrealistic. " Oh, but that question will never arise,"
they would chant happily. " This is only one of the results
of alien rule. The British have stirred up this agitation in
order to have an excuse for maintaining their own domina-
tion. When we have achieved * swaraj,' we shall all live in
peace and amity together."
Long after it had become patently and almost painfully
clear that the British were not fooling and really did plan
to pull up their stakes, most Indians continued to believe